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Trinity Lutheran Church - Luther Centre, 10014 – 81 Avenue 
Doors open at Noon.   Potluck at 12:30 p.m. 

 

Bring a favourite dish and sing carols with the Trinity Lutheran Choir. 
Share memories with friends and family of HSGPV & AHSGR! 

Presentation by Larry and Brenda Javorsky, who traveled to Volhynia in June,  
sharing their adventures with stories and a slide show. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

PRE SIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 

An extremely heartfelt thank you 
to the 2019-2020 Board and all 
volunteers for their time and 
dedication to HSGPV.   
 

Our library moved in the fall to a 
wonderful new location on the 
main floor in Trinity Lutheran 
Church.  Many thanks to the 
volunteers who helped us plan 
our new space and move! We’re 
still organizing, but open to the 
public.  We look forward to seeing 
you in the near future!  
 

Enjoy our updated newsletter, 
aligned with our newer branding!  
Read about the success of the 
film, Die Deutschen und die Polen 
and various library and website 
projects.   

 

Our AGM in May 2020 will 
showcase family histories.  Please 
consider contributing to our 
display.       
 

We look forward to another great 
year in 2020.  
 

Wishing you and your family a safe 
and happy Christmas season! 
 

We hope to see you at our potluck. 
 

Fröhliche Weihnachten! 
Merry Christmas! 

Barbara Stenzel 
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    HSGPV screens ‘DIE DEUTSCHEN UND DIE POLEN:   
   Geschichte einer Nachbarschaft      By Kate Rittner-Werkman   

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

‘Die Deutschen und die Polen: Geschichte einer Nachbarschaft’ played to a nearly sold out crowd on 
October 5th in the Luther Centre of the Trinity Lutheran Church. 
 

“We had 137 tickets sold, many of which were pre-purchased,” said HSGPV library coordinator Marita Wolf 
who manned the front of house ticket table.  
 

The quest to bring the film to Edmonton began in the fall of 2016 by HSGPV board member Peter von 
Lipinsky. He said it started with a random phone call to his brother, who lives in the Black Forest, Germany.  
 

“I called my brother one afternoon and when he answered the phone and said he was watching this great 
TV show and asked me to call him back - so I did,” said Mr. von Lipinsky.  
 

And the rest, as they say, is history.      
 

The TV show, it turns out was the German-Polish co-production about 
one of the most interesting, tumultuous - and often forgotten chapters 
in European history spanning a thousand years. And Mr. von Lipinsky, 
like many HSGPV members, lived through this harrowing history as a 
child in 1945.  
 

“The contents of this thousand-year history needs to be re-visited from 
time to time for a better understanding of the history between Germany and Poland. It is also important to 
show this history because many people don't know about it,” said Mr. von Lipinsky.  
 

But getting the film across the sea was not easy.  
 

“There were lots of hurdles, and lots of planning to do. I couldn’t have done it without the help of the 
society, my friends in Poland, Germany, my brother  -   and the film had to be copyright compliant for public 
viewing which meant getting the okay from the film producers. And If anybody deserves credit that this 
endeavour became reality, it would be my cousin Gerhard von Pazatka Lipinski in Petersberg,” he said.  
 

“I was elated,” said Mr. von Lipinsky of the nearly sold out crowd.  
 

And people came from all around to see the three-part three-hour show including from Red Deer, Entwistle 
and the Lemke family who came from Grand Prairie. 
 

“We were coming for the Octoberfest and then we saw the film ad and the write-up by publisher Arnim 
Joop, in the Albertaner, and thought to make it to both,’ said Rosa Lemke who came with her two 
daughters and husband.  
 

Christine Selwood, who also came to see the film, agrees the German-Polish story needs to be revisited and 
that this particular version could be put into a useful book form.  “This film has the most honest and neutral 
facts of this history,” she said. “It would be great to consider this film in book form. The relationship 
between the Polish and the Germans is so distorted. I became a teacher but was scared to teach this 
history. I didn’t know how.” 
 
 

 

HSGPV would like to thank all the volunteers that made this production possible 
and special thanks to Trinity Lutheran Church. 
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                                                       By: Peter von Pazatka Lipinsky (First published in 2005), Edited by HSGPV 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Part 1:  Available in HSGPV Spring Newsletter 2019 or:  http://www.kashubianprince.org/stories.html 
 

 

In January of 2004 I received a letter with a picture of an "Omega" cross from a Mr. Bernd von Lonski from Germany. He 
wrote back, that he had visited the cemetery in the village of Niezabyszewo in Poland and that he had seen a grave marker, 
such as I had described on my website. The enclosed picture Mr. B. von Lonski had sent me, showed a grave site with a real 
Kashubian Omega cross. From the picture, the name on the inscription of the cross could not be identified. The fresh 
flowers on the grave however indicated, that somebody was tending the grave and had very recently visited 
this site. I also had visited the same cemetery in 1998, but at that time did not see any Omega cross. Well, 
this definitely needed further investigation. 
 

I called my Cousin Reinhard in Hamburg, Germany. He spends a great deal of his time in the small village of 
Piaszno, which is located near the city of Bytow and also not very far from the cemetery in Niezabyszewo. 
As so many times before, Reinhard proved once again to be a dependable help, in assisting me with my 
research. He took some more pictures of the grave site and in such a manner, that the inscription became 
clear and readable. After a few visits to the cemetery, Reinhard also met the lady who had previously put 
the fresh flowers on the grave. The lady, a Mrs. Rembalski, told Reinhard that her son Tomasz, who lives in 
the city of Gdynia, had made arrangements for the new Omega cross to be placed on the grave in honor of 
his grand-parents, as well as their Kashubian heritage. After obtaining the address from Mrs. Rembalski's son in Gdynia,  
it was now time to bring the story of the elusive Omega cross to a successful conclusion. 
 

The next step was to contact Dr. Tomasz Rembalski in Gdynia. It didn't take very long for a long and friendly letter to arrive 
from Poland. He wrote that he was very much surprised to hear about somebody thousands of miles away in Canada, who 

would be interested in the history of a Kashubian Omega cross in the Niezabyszewo cemetery. Dr. Rembalski 
wrote, that he too had studied the history and origin of the so- called Kashubian Omega crosses, and that he 
and his brother Piotr had made it their mandate to reconstruct such an old Kashubian cross for their grand-
parent’s grave site. Dr. Rembalski also advised that the museum in the city of 
Bytow had a very informative display of several Kashubian Omega crosses and 
that written reference material may also be available at the museum. I also had 
visited the same museum in 1998, but had failed to find this information, nor  
did I see a display of these old Kashubian crosses. 

 

Now it was getting even more interesting. After a so-called dry spell for over two years of not 
making any progress with my research, it seemed that at long last, my search for the elusive 
cross was finally coming to an end. My friend Jaroslaw also went home in the fall to visit his 
relatives in Poland and do some family research. Jaroslaw visited the museum in Bytow and 
was able to take a few pictures of the Kashubian Omega crosses on display. He met the lady 
in charge of the museum library, a Mrs. Barbara Hapka, who was kind enough to provide 
printed research material on these crosses for us.  Could it get any better?  ….. Yes!   
 

Another friend of mine, a Mr. Gerald von Gostomski, from Orem, Utah, U.S.A. also went to Poland in the fall to do some 
family research. And yes, you guessed right, he too stopped at the museum and took some pictures of the Kashubian 
Omega crosses. On one of the signs at the museum, there is also a reference to a display of Kashubian crosses at the 
museum in Szczecin. But this one has to wait until the next time one of us Kashubs goes back to our ancestral home. 
It took a lot of time and perseverance to find the information that I was looking for, which was often so close and yet so far 
away. Another chapter in the quest to find more information about the history of my ancestors can now be closed ......... 
But I'm ready to open a new chapter for another adventure to learn more about the mystery and historical background 
surrounding my ancestors, dating back several 100 years. 
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VOLHYNIAN VILLAGE ADVENTURE TOUR, offered by Alex Brzhezitskyy 
 

In June, Larry and Brenda Javorsky were on this tour!  Alex took over from Don Miller in 2015 and continues 
to offer customized tours.   Participant limit of 8 people allows a leisurely and in-depth visit of each person’s 
ancestral village, with an opportunity to work in the archives, as well as a day of sight-seeing in Kiev, and a 
possible one-day tour to Chernobyl. Alex offers further customizations to include Poland and Belarus.  Larry 
and Brenda will be giving a short presentation of their tour at the HSGPV potluck in December.     

 
Lutsk Evangelical Lutheran Church, historical & architectural essay, by Mykhailo Kostiuk  

Available to purchase at the potluck or in our library for $20 CAD. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
In Memoriam 

 
 

Irma Zittlau 
February 15, 1931 – October 14, 2019 

Leo Kissau 
November 20, 1943 – April 11, 2019 

 

 
 

Irma was a member of HSGPV since 
the beginning.  She volunteered in the 
kitchen at Christmas celebrations and 

AGMs. 
 

Leo volunteered his musical 
talents at HSGPV celebration 

events and AGMs.  His playing 
of accordion will be missed. 

 

Maria Huff 
July 1, 1930 – January 24, 2019 

Harry Lemke 
February 2, 1929 - January 23, 2019  

 

Maria was born in Volhynia and was a 
member of HSGPV from the 

beginning. 
 

 

Harry was a member of HSGPV 
from the beginning, and 

donated his father’s Shitomir 
church records to HSGPV. 

 
Our deepest sympathies to the families.  Each will be sadly missed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

Do you have a story to share?   Contact us!  
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We’ve moved to the main floor!   
Walk past Trinity Office and enter the hallway.  Look for our sign. 

We’re the first room on the left. 
 

   
 

Thank you to…Volunteers contributing to a successful move!   
The HSGPV library relocation committee: Dan, Larry, Helga, Brenda, Barbara! 

The AHSGR library relocation committee:  Ed, Walter, Robyn, Rudi!  
Larry & Marita for the countless hours designing the new space, adapting our resources,  

and planning the logistics for a smooth moving experience! 
The many packers and movers of HSGPV & AHSGR:  Brad, Brenda, Carl, Colleen,  

Ed, Helga, Larry, Marita, Randy, Robyn, Stuart, Wally, Walter, Barbara!  
Trinity Volunteers & Staff:  Frank, Sylvia, Sorin, Adam, Heinz! 

 
 
 

Books culled need a new home.  Peruse them in our library! 
 

Want to colourize photos?  Check out this free site:  ColouriseSG:  https://colourise.sg/#colorize 
Please read Learn More on the site about this project and your privacy, before uploading a photo.    
 

FAQs from ColuriseSG:  This project…..is brought to you by the Data Science and Artificial Intelligence 
Division, GovTech Singapore.  It doesn't store any photos uploaded to the colouriser application.    
Colourisation is a field of active research and their model is by no means perfect — it works well on some 
images but not others. They may run this service longer, depending on public usage. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

       

HSGPV Member Borrowing Privileges: 3 books for 3 - week loans 
Volunteer Opportunities: Contact our office or check on our website.  
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HSGPV Volhynia Orientation Map 
Designed by HSGPV showing major centers in Volhynia.  

On our website!  PLUS… Other maps to explore! 
Interested in making your own Google Map? …….  

Check out: HSGPV website: Research Links ➣ Tutorials 
 

 

Germans from Russia Settlement Locations 
Google Maps of Ancestral German Colonies (1700-1939) 

Designed and maintained by Sandy Schilling Payne 
 

 

This is the home of the Google maps of the locations of German settlements in 
the Imperial Russian and Austria-Hungary empires that began in the 1700s and 
continued into the early 20th century just prior to WWII. The locations are based 
on numerous historical maps, translated to exact GPS coordinates, with added 
genealogical and historical information for researchers of all kinds.  ………………   
…This is a work in progress and a living document.    

The Volhynia Region map has 1015 settlements alphabetically listed! 
Clickable to placeholder & a variety of historical information for each! 

Information courtesy of the website: https://www.germansfromrussiasettlementlocations.org 
 

German Settlements in 
Volhynia Region  

 

 

 
 

We organized Sandy’s map into parish regions. Check it out on our 
website:  Research Links ➣ Volhynia Maps.   

                         Can you find your ancestral home?   
• Map refinements helpful to researchers will continue.     
• We welcome suggestions, corrections & additions!  
• Sandy’s map tutorial, a 14-minute video, locatable on her home page 

(above the colony links) is applicable to our map.  
 

 

German Settlements 
organized by parish in 

Volhynia Region 
 

 

Sandy’s FAQs:  Volhynia settlements began between the first and second partitions of Poland.  The earliest recorded 
were in 1783.  The heaviest migration into the area began in 1831, followed by a second wave beginning in 1863. 

 

Family Histories!   100+  Summaries on our website! 
Huge thanks to Colleen for summarizing the English and Erhard for the German books.  

 
 

Althausen: A Journey in Volhynia & Canada book summary updated on our website!  
Many thanks to Erhard for a phenomenal peak into this interesting book!  
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Annual General Meeting 2020:  May 9th from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
Location: Trinity Church Luther Centre.  Program includes board elections and presentations. 

Theme: Family Histories!  Member participation welcome!   
Share your books, displays or stories.   

Contact us if you would like to contribute.   
Members are encouraged to consider running for a board position. 

 

 
 
 

Groups we collaborate with!  Guests are welcome!      
 

AHSGR – Edmonton Chapter: American Historical Society of Germans from Russia  
AHSGR-Edmonton has a library and office in the same location as the HSGPV library.  
When:  The 3rd Wednesday of the month from September to June at 7:00 p.m. 

Where:  Allendale School, 6415 – 106 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 
 

GFR: Germans from Russia Alberta       
 

AHSGR – Calgary Chapter:  American Historical Society of Germans from Russia  
Supports a library open once a month on Thursdays from 2 – 7 p.m. Out of town visits are accommodated. 

 

AGS – Special Interest Group (SIG):  German Heritage:   Alberta Genealogical Society  
When:  Bi-monthly on the 1st Wednesday of the months Oct., Dec., Feb., Apr., Jun., and Aug at 7:00 p.m. 

Where: AGS and Edmonton Branch Library, #162, 14315 − 118 Ave, Edmonton, Alberta.  Tel: 780-424-4429 
 

GermantownYEG:  Walking tours of historical Germans in Edmonton. 
 

SGGEE: Society for German Genealogy in Eastern Europe 
SGGEE focuses on the genealogy of Germans from Russian Poland and Volhynia with some help for related regions.  

 

Germans from Russia Settlement Locations:  See Internet Treasurers in this newsletter.  
 

Links to each group’s website, Facebook and further information available on our website.  
 

 
 

HSGPV Board   2019 - 2020 
Barbara Stenzel President Art Breier Director Ed Retzer Director 

Vacant Vice-President Walter Epp Director Kate Rittner-Werkman Director 
Brenda Javorsky Treasurer Erhard Pinno Director Helga Roth Director 

Vacant Secretary Dan Pretzlaff Director Victor Sedo Director 
Larry Javorsky Past President Newsletter Editor:  Sandra Tober 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

HSGPV Newsletter Credits:   Snowman (free): http://clipart-library.com/clipart/435369.htm     Wreaths (free): http://clipart-library.com/clipart/kiMb8L7eT.htm     
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/BcaEg6MXi.htm         Bell pic (free): http://clipart-library.com/clipart/kc85B5rMi.htm    Bell photo (free):  Photo by Aaron Burden on Unsplash 
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HSGPV Library Hours:  Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Open to the public!      Borrowing privileges for HSGPV members. 

Visitors welcome!     Guest WIFI available!   
Holiday hours on our website and answering machine.  

Library visitations outside of the regular hours accommodated.  Please email or call us to arrange access. 

 

 
Help preserve records of your family’s ethnic German heritage for the future. 
Consider donating historical items such as books, maps, photographs, heirlooms.  
Tax receipts are available for the value of the donation, and for any  
contribution over $10.  Donations are accepted by members and the public! 
                 Contact us for further information or fill out the form on our website. 
 
 
 

 

 HISTORICAL SOCIETY of GERMANS from POLAND &VOLHYNIA 
   HSGPV, 10014 – 81 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T6E 1W4    Web: https://hsgpv.org     Email: hsgpv@telus.net     Tel: 587-454-0825 

Membership Form 

Name: 
Address: 
City: Province: Postal Code: 

Phone: Cell: 
Email: 
Researching: Which family names? 
Cultural areas of interest: 
Date of membership submission: ______________, 20____            Payment: $25     Cash  �    Cheque  � 
HSGPV Form revision: September 2019       For Office Use Only:  Membership Approval Date:                                                                        File:     ML:   �   WM: �    T:  �     

 

An annual membership fee of $25.00 is applicable and valid between January 1 to December 31.  Payments are 
accepted in the form of cheque or cash.  Membership is open to any person over the age of eighteen years of age. 

 

 
 

 

        

 

 
mon 


