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It’s time for the 2019 Annual General Meeting! 

Saturday May 11, 2019 

2:00—4:00 p.m.  

                   Luther Centre, Trinity Lutheran Church 

                                                      

Calling all Members! 

Bring your family and friends to the HSGPV annual 
meeting, followed by a program and  

fellowship. Kaffee und Kuchen served.   

I welcome all members 
and potential new mem-
bers to attend our Annual 
General Meeting (AGM).   

Please come out to partic-
ipate in the meeting, visit 
the Library and enjoy vis-
iting with friends over 
Kaffee und Kuchen. 

Remember that only reg-
istered current members 
can vote on motions and 
the elections.  Registra-
tion of your attendance 
will be completed prior to 
the meeting.   

You can renew your 
membership with the 
HSGPV and register at the 

membership table near 
the entrance.  Please con-
sider making a financial 
donation.  We will issue a 
tax receipt for donations 
over $10.00. 

For this year’s elections, 
we are seeking nomina-
tions to fill the positions 
of Treasurer, Secretary 
and up to 4 Directors.   

We were unable to elect 
individuals for the posi-
tions of President and 
Vice President at last 
year’s AGM so are re-
quired to fill these two 
positions by election this 
year as well.  For last year 
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the Board appointed mem-
bers to fill the two posi-
tions until the upcoming 
2019 AGM in accordance 
with our Bylaws.   

Please advise any current 
Board member with your 
nomination intentions. 

See you at the AGM! 
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In Search of the Elusive Omega Cross: Part I 

By: Peter von Pazatka Lipinsky (First published in 1999) 

Since the beginning of time gravesides have been marked in various ways. For example, some nomadic tribes 
in Pomerania used large rocks or smaller sized boulders to build a small mount to identify a graveside. Other 
nomadic tribes used the so-called face urns to bury the ashes of the deceased. Different people had different 
ways to mark the burial site of a relative or a friend. After Christianity was accepted by more and more peo-
ple in the area what was later known as Pomerania, Kashubia and West-Prussia, wooden crosses were used 
throughout the land as grave markers to identify someone's final resting place.  

The disadvantage with the wooden crosses was, that this type of grave marker did not 
withstood the onslaught of the very harsh weather. It would not take long and the in-
scription on the cross, name, date of birth and death would not be legible. Soon the 
wooden cross would succumb to the elements. 

During the latter part of the Renaissance time, wrought iron crosses became very popu-
lar. People of the catholic faith preferred this type of grave marker, if one could afford it. 
In many cases, the Graveside would also be fenced in with a wrought iron fence. Some-
times a religious figure or statue would be added to the graveside to enhance the ap-
pearance of someone's final resting-place. 

Later on, around the beginning of the 1900's, cast iron crosses were produced at a much 
lower cost compared to the hand made iron wrought crosses. The iron crosses could also 
be produced at a much quicker pace, but did not become all that popular to be used as 
grave markers. In addition to the wooden, wrought iron and cast iron grave markers, the 
use of marble and granite headstones became very popular as well as fashionable. 

Some of the handmade wrought iron crosses were truly a piece of art. Each blacksmith 
had his very own special way of producing a very fine wrought iron cross with his own so 
called "special signature". People could tell by the design of each cross who the black-
smith was. A few of these iron crosses can still be found in different parts of Germany, as 
well as in the U.S.A. and Canada, where German settlers once had started to make a new 

life for them-selves, after leaving the old country. 

In areas of Pomerania were the Kashubian's used to live, a different hand-
made wrought iron cross was sometimes used by the Kashubians as a grave 
marker, also known as the "Kashubian Kreuz" =cross. The Kashubian cross 
was fashioned in the shape of the Greek letter "Omega", which was fas-
tened on top of an iron rod. On top of the letter "Omega" was a replica of 
the sun. The Kashubian crosses, as well as hand carved figures, hand paint-
ed pottery and Kashubian needle art are truly a mirror of Kashubian crafts-
manship and tradition. 

The Kashubian crosses are being mentioned in several books, but to find 
them today, seems almost impossible. During a visit to Bytow in the fall of 
1998 the author visited several cemeteries around Bytow but was unable to 
discover even one of these old traditional grave markers. Only in the old 
Church yard in Borzyszkowy did the author discover a fairly simple wrought 
iron cross, which does not even come close to the Kashubian cross. The 
cemetery from Piaszno to this day has a wrought iron gate leading to the 
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cemetery. In another cemetery by Niezabyszewo a cou-
ple of very plain iron crosses are also still standing. 
There is however a sketch of a typical Kashubian 
"Omega cross " to be found in the "Pommern Lexikon". 
If any reader of this story has a picture of an old 
Kashubian graveside, please get in touch with the author 
by e-mail. 

UPDATE: The story continues with Part II and I'm 
pleased to be able to write that my search has finally 
produced the results which I have been looking for 
such a long time.  

Entrance to old cemetery           To be continued in the next newsletter. 

 

Information on Collaboration Groups 

 

American Historical Society of Germans from Russia (AHSGR) – Edmonton Chapter 

Guests are welcome! 

Meets to discuss topics of interest in genealogy related to the genealogy of Germanic settlers in the Russian Em-
pire and their descendants.  AHSGR-Edmonton Chapter has a library and office in the same location as the 
HSGPV library.  Newsletters are available to members.   

When:  The second Wednesday of the month from September to June at 7:00 p.m. 

Where:  Allendale School, 6415 – 106 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 

 

Alberta Genealogical Society (AGS) – Special Interest Groups:  German Heritage 

Guests are welcome!  

Meets to discuss topics of interest in genealogy related to German people in Germany, elsewhere in Europe and in places to which they 
emigrated.  SIG members take turns to chair the meeting, present topics of interest and enjoy a social time to discuss genealogy and catch 

up on the latest news.   

When:  Bi-monthly on the 1st Wednesday of the months Oct., Dec., Feb., Apr., Jun., and Aug at 7:30 p.m.  

Where: AGS and Edmonton Branch Library, #162, 14315 − 118 Ave, Edmonton, Alberta.  Tel: 780-424-4429 

Past Issues of newsletter “My German Roots/Meine Deutschen Wurzeln” available on their website.   

http://edmontongenealogy.ca/special-interest-groups/germany/ 

 

Society for German Genealogy in Eastern Europe (SGGEE) 

SGGEE focuses on the genealogy of Germans from Russian Poland and Volhynia with some help for related re-
gions.  Further information and brochure: https://www.sggee.org/about_us/who.html 

2019 Convention:  Friday, August 16
th
 through Sunday, August 19

th
, Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Information: https://www.sggee.org/convention/convention_news.html 

http://www.kashubianprince.org/02-stories/13-kashubian2/omegacross2.html
http://edmontongenealogy.ca/special-interest-groups/germany/
https://www.sggee.org/convention/convention_news.html
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HSGPV LIBRARY / BIBLIOTEK 

OUR TREASURES!   UNSERE SCHÄTZE! 
 

Library visitors are enjoying our enthusiastic volunteers, discussing genealogical challenges & 
research tips, and exploring our library treasures!  

 

Member Borrowing Privileges….. A small change…. 3 books for 3-week loans 

 
Volunteer Opportunities: See:  https://hsgpv.org/become-a-member/become-a-volunteer/ 

 

Our research area is looking great! 

 
 

SNIPPETS / SCHNIPSEL 
2 boxes of German novels!  The novels are translations of well-known American authors. 
 Many other varied titles. Available in our library or at events TAKE & DONATE box. 

Culling books….we need ideas, as to where to donate….. Call or Email us with suggestions!  

 

WEBSITE TREASURES!  / WEBSEITE SCHÄTZE! 
 

VOLHYNIAN VILLAGE ADVENTURE TOURS    ANOTHER DATE ADDED!  June 10-19, 2019 
May 20-30 and September 7-17, 2019.  Brochure and advertisement on our website.  
 

Volhynia Orientation Map:  https://hsgpv.org/research-links/volhynia-maps/ 
Website has Oblasts included.  Designed by HSGPV. 

 

 

 

  
Volhynian  

resources have 
a new home on 

north wall. 

  

 
Family Histories, 
ethnic groups of  

interest & Canada on 
other walls. 

Other resources, associated with United States, Russia and South America 
are located in our second research room across the hall. 

  City Country   City Country 

 

 1 Lutsk Ukraine  9 Lviv Ukraine 

 2 Volodymyr-
Volynsky 

Ukraine 10 Chornobyl Ukraine 

 3 Rivne (Rovno) Ukraine 11 Kyiv Ukraine 

 4 Zhytomyr Ukraine 12 Warsaw Poland 

 5 Novohrad-
Volyns’kyi 

Ukraine 13 Lublin Poland 

 6 Ovruch Ukraine 14 Kraków Poland 

 7 Korosten’ Ukraine 15 Brest Belarus 

 8 Izyaslav Ukraine       

https://hsgpv.org/become-a-member/become-a-volunteer/
https://hsgpv.org/research-links/volhynia-maps/
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HSGPV at the AGS Conference in April 2019! 

Our table at the Marketplace will have sale and free items!  
AGS Marketplace is open to attendees or the public.  

Visit us: Saturday, 27 April 2019 – 8:00 am to 5:00 pm   
OR Sunday, 28 April 2019 – 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Consider volunteering at our table!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adapted from: https://www.abgenealogy.ca/2019-ags-conference-images-through-time 

 

The Alberta Genealogical Society (AGS) is hosting another provincial conference celebrating the human 

story — Images Through Time. Every person has a unique narrative built on experiences that shaped 

who they are.  Come join us and enjoy an exhilarating three-days as speakers instill the ability within us to 

reminisce, discover lost lives and preserve forgotten histories. 

With approximately 300-plus attendees from across Western Canada and Northwestern U.S., learn about 

emerging technology, social media, DNA, enhancing research techniques and more.   Join us for a spe-

cial event in sealing our 2019-time capsule. The Society wants to commemorate their history, types of re-

sources and technology we experience today in compiling genealogy. The time capsule will inform people 

twenty-five years into the future something about our Society and genealogical research in 2019 Alberta. 

Think about what represents your life today and submit it along with the small submission form to the AGS 

Conference Committee by 10 April 2019 and add a piece of your memories to our capsule. The item 

should be no larger than letter-size paper, non-perishable and non-liquid. 

The 2019 AGS Images Through Time Marketplace will be in the Radisson Hotel & Conference Centre, 

Grand Boardroom. Our vendor area will be open on Saturday and Sunday starting at 8:00am without 

charge to attendees and the public. Books, gadgets n’gizmos, talks, giveaways, demonstrations, with free 

Wi-Fi and much more, make for a vibrant and fun environment to showcase your goods and services. The 

conference website provides a full list of businesses and not-for-profit exhibitors.   Please note that confer-

ence exhibitors may be unable to accept debit and credit cards. Bring cash to avoid disappointment. 

Further Information about program schedule, speakers, costs, registration, tours and banquet are available on 

AGS website. 

Check out who is providing door prizes!    

https://www.abgenealogy.ca/2019-ags-conference-images-through-time
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BEATITUDES OF A FAMILY GENEALOGIST  
by Wilma Mauk 

Blessed are the great grandfathers, who saved embarkation and citizenship papers,  
 For they tell when they came. 

Blessed are the great grandmothers, who hoarded newspaper clippings and old letters, 
 For these tell the story of their time.  

Blessed are all the grandfathers, who filed every legal document,  
 For this provides the proof. 

Blessed are grandmothers, who preserved family Bibles and diaries,  
 For this is our heritage. 

Blessed are fathers, who elect officials that answer letters of inquiry, 
 For – to some – the only link to the past. 

Blessed are the mothers, who relate family tradition and legend to the family, 
 For one of her children will surely remember. 

Blessed are relatives, who fill in family sheets with extra data,  
 For to them we owe the family history. 

Blessed is any family, who member strives for the preservation of records,  
 For theirs is a labor love. 

Blessed are the children, who will never say,  
 “Grandma, you have told that old story twice today.” 

HSGPV German Cookbook 
The Following Recipe is a sample from the 2011 HSGPV Cookbook created from recipes submitted from members and friends.  

Spinach Loaf Dip 

Special Instructions 

Take out the cream cheese and let it sit at room temperature an 
hour or more ahead of time. 

Hollow out a round loaf of bread before starting the dip recipe.  
To do this, cut off the top of a large round loaf.  Set this top 
aside as it will be the lid.  Carefully hollow out the bottom of the 
loaf, leaving a ½ “ shell.   Save the bread pieces for dipping later; 
cover them so they do not dry out. 

Prepare vegetables (carrots, celery, broccoli, cauliflower) for 
dipping.  Cover and storein the fridge. 

Cook the bacon ahead of time so it can be chilled and crumbled 
easily.  

Preheat oven to 350 ° F. 

Dip ingredients 

1 package of frozen spinach, thawed, squeezed dry 
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese (or mixed cheeses). 
5 or 6 strips of bacon, cooked fairly crispy, drained well, and 
crumbled 
3 green onions, minced finely 
1 clove of garlic, minced finely 
1 sprig of fresh dill, minced finely 

2 packages of cream cheese 
1 cup mayonnaise 

 

Preparation 

1.  In a large bowl, beat 2 packages (8 oz. each) cream 
cheese. 
2.  Add 1 cup mayonnaise and blend well. 
3.  Add in order, blending well after each addition:  spinach, 
shredded cheese, crumbled bacon, chopped dill, onion, and 
garlic. 
4.  Wrap in heavy foil.  Place on a baking sheet and bake at 
350° F for 1 hour. This enables dip to be heated thoroughly. 
5.  Unwrap. Place on a heat-resistant plate and serve with 
the bread cubes, crackers, and vegetables of your choice for 
dipping or as listed above. 

 

Special Comments 

After the dip is gone, the bread left behind is delicious to rip 
into pieces and eat, too.  

 

 Submitted by Lorraine Dreger Yackulic 



 

HSGPV.ORG 

P a g e  7  H S G P V  S p r i n g  N e w s l e t t e r   

 
 

 

 

 

HSGPV MEMBERSHIP FORM 

How to Become a Member 
If you are interested in becoming a member, please contact hsgpv@telus.net, or you can mail in your membership fee of $25 along 
with the Membership Form. Please make the cheque out to HSGPV. Memberships are due Jan. 1 each year. 

Any member in good standing is entitled to the following rights and privileges:  A member … 
·  may attend and vote on any issue at any Annual General Meeting of the Society. 
·  may stand for election to any office of this Society. 
·  may sign out 3 books at a time from the Library for a period of 3 weeks each time 

Manchmal findet man was man sucht. 
 

Nicht immer sucht man das, was man findet. 
 

Ab und zu findet man etwas, was man  

überhaupt nicht gesucht hat,  
 

und stellt dann fest, das es genau das war, 

was einem gefehlt hat.   

 

 

  

 

 HISTORICAL SOCIETY of GERMANS from POLAND &VOLHYNIA 

  

  

  
HSGPV c/o Trinity Lutheran Church, #11, 10014 – 81 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T6E 1W4    Web: https://hsgpv.org     Email: hsgpv@telus.net     Tel: 587-454-0825 

HSGPV Membership Form 

Name: 

Address: 

City: Province: Postal Code: 

Phone: Cell: 

Email: 

Researching: Which family names? 

Cultural areas of interest: 

Date of membership submission: 

HSGPV Form revision: November 2018           For Office Use Only:  Membership Approval Date: 

 

The German is like a willow,  

no matter which way you bend him,  

he will always take root again.  
 

     — Alexander Solzhhyenitsyn 

https://hsgpv.org
mailto:hsgpv@telus.net
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Larry Javorsky (President)               Art Breier (Vice President)           
Helga Roth (Secretary & Treasurer)    
Pastor Fred Tober (Past President) 
 
Directors:    
Daniel Pretzlaff  Robyn Morales Erwin Pinno 
Barbara Stenzel Victor Sedo Ed Retzer 
Kate Rittner Werkman 
 
Honorary Member:  Maria Wuschke    
        Contacts: 

HSGPV Office (587) 454-0825      

Email: hsgpv@telus.net    

 
HSGPV Library 

 
 

Location: Room 11, Trinity Lutheran Church, 10014—81 Ave. 
Hours: 10 a.m.—2 p.m. every Thursday 
 
 
 

If you would like to visit the library outside of the regular hours, 
please email us at hsgpv@telus.net or call (587) 454-0825 to 
arrange access. 
 
Library Access 
 

To access the library, please walk past the office down to the 
end of the hallway. The door on the right leads downstairs and 
our library is in the first hallway on the right. 
 
 

Board MembersBoard Members  

HSGPV 

WWW.HSGPV.COM 

 HSGPV Donation 

The form is available at our library or on our website and is required to receive a tax receipt. 
The following is a compact version of the information requested: 

Incorporated as a non-profit association under the Societies Act of Alberta in 2002, the Historical Society of Germans 
from Poland & Volhynia (HSGPV) is a registered charitable organization run entirely by members who volunteer their 
time.  

Donations are appreciated, and will be acknowledged with the issue of a tax-deductible receipt. 

Date: ____________________________ 

 

Last Name: _____________________________        First Name: __________________________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City/Province: _______________________________      Postal Code:______________________ 

Telephone: _________________________     Email:  ___________________________________ 

Amount of donation: __________________   Cash_______   Cheque______(payable to HSGPV)      

 

AND/ OR 

DONATION IN KIND:      Valued at  $_____________________(CAD) 

Contribution Submitted by: ________________________     ______________________________                                  

                                                   Print Name     Signature 

Brief Description of Contents: _______________________________________________________ 

Contribution Accepted by: HSGPV Board Member __________________________________  

Thank you for your contribution! 

Upon acceptance of a donation the Historical Society of Germans from Poland and Volhynia (HSPGV) considers that the society is deemed to 
have been granted exclusive copyright in perpetuity for all original materials donated, subject to the Canadian Copyright Act.  The donator may 

be requested to provide an additional HSGPV copyright waiver. 


