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2017 Annual General Meeting 

   Saturday May 6, 2017 

2:00 p.m.  

Luther Centre, Trinity Lutheran Church 

                                                      

Calling all Members! 

Bring your family and friends to the HSGPV annual meeting, followed by a program and  

fellowship. Kaffee und Kuchen served.  See inside for more details. 

We have had a very busy 
year and made several im-
provements in the Library 
and with our internet web-
site.  

Our computer systems were 
upgraded with new equip-
ment and up to date soft-
ware.  We have added a new 
multi-purpose printer, which 
allows us to copy, scan and 
print sizes as large as 11 
inches by 17 inches.  We 
have added some new book-
shelf units to hold more of 
our collection. 

Our website has been re-
newed and enhanced with 
several new features.  The 
website contains a searcha-
ble listing of our Library 

holdings to make it easier to 
locate the resource you 
need.  The new website 
helps to make our society 
more widely known and 
should attract new mem-
bers.   

Our volunteers have digitally 
scanned some of our docu-
ments for storage of the 
images on our computer and 
to make them available over 
the internet. 

Work for the remainder of 
the year will involve more 
document scanning; affixing 
barcodes to the books, maps 
and other items in the Li-
brary; updating the Library 
holdings listing database on 
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the website; and keeping the 
website up to date with new 
information. 

All of this work has been 
made possible with the gen-
erous grant from the Govern-
ment of Alberta and with do-
nations from our friends and 
members. 

We look forward to seeing 
and helping many members 
and other guests in our Li-
brary through the year.  
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 “Never Say  Never “ 
By: Peter von Pazatka Lipinsky 

 
Most people are familiar with the saying: “ Never say Never,“ which can be translated as “Never give up“ and  
in the world of genealogy, this is a very important stand to take. However, from time to time it is gratifying to 
find out that this saying still holds true, even if it is on a small percentage. 
 
After many years of pursuing my own family research, I now decided that it was time to start researching my 
wife’s family. My mother-in-law had on occasion told me many years ago, that her family used to live in a 
place called Pustomyty, a village in Wolhynien. At one time my mother-in-law would tell  me that the village 
of Pustomyty was in Poland but the next time when we talked about “the olden days“, the same village was 
located in Russia. My mother-in-law’s memory was not the greatest anymore with her having at the time, 
just celebrated her 87th birthday. She also told me that as a young lady she was deported around 1915 by 
the Russian authorities to Siberia, only to be taken back some time later to Wohlhynien, which was by that 
time under Polish jurisdiction and again later under the German government. Who can keep up with all the 
government and border changes? Small wonder that some genealogist are getting confused with all this.  
 
When my mother-in-law told me that her family came from the village of Pustomyty  in Wohlhynien, district 
of Horochow , this was just as if she would have told me that her family came from somewhere in outer 
space. What did I know where these places where located?   Between spending some  time reading several  
history book and later consulting  one of my best friend, called “Google,“ I learned something  about a village 
called Pustomyty and an area called “Wohlhynien,“   located now in the Ukraine. Now the challenge was to 
obtain any available documents from my wife’s family and with a bit of luck, some old photographs from the 
village of Pustomyty and maybe a few pictures from the surrounding area. I left no stone unturned just to 
find one or maybe two pictures or old photographs from the village of Pustomyty. After searching for many 
years, the end result was  “Still no pictures.“ Nothing, what so ever. 
 
 
FAST  FORWARD  BY  ABOUT  15 – 20 YEARS  LATER :  
 
The year is 2016 and the 18th SGGEE conference is scheduled to take place this year on July 29 – 31 in the 
City of Calgary, Alberta, Canada. The main speaker at the banquet was none other than Dr. Mykhailo  Kostiuk, 
from the city of Lutsk, Ukraine. 
 
 I had met Dr. M. Kostiuk, his wife, Liudmyla and Olena Grybok and her son Ivan prior to the start of the 
SGGEE conference  in Edmonton the previous afternoon  at Trinity Lutheran church. Here we had discussed 
many topics in regards to the history and the plight of the Germans living a long time ago in Wolhynien. In 
parting we promised to pick up on the same topic in Calgary, which we did ,whenever we found time during 
the conference  to get a few minutes to ourselves. 
 
In Calgary Dr. M. Kostiuk asked me where in Wolhynien I was born and much to Dr. M. Kostiuk’s surprise, I 
told him that I was born in Berlin, Germany. So, what was I doing at the SGGEE conference? After telling Dr. 
Kostiuk that my wife was born in a village called Pustomyty in Wohlhynien, our conversation continued on for 
countless hours. Dr. M. Kostiuk did mention that he was born in the next village from Pustomyty and that he 
knew the surrounding area very well and often travelled there.  Did I hear right? Yes, I did!  This was just like 
receiving Manna from Heaven. The next bold step I had to take, was to ask Dr.M. Kostiuk if it would be possi-
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ble upon his return home, to take a few pictures from the village of Pustomyty and the surrounding area.  
 
Dr.M. Kostiuk’s reply was: Of course!    
 
One thing I need to explain: Prior to 1945, at the time when my wife’s family lived in Pustomyty, her family 
did not live directly in the village of Pustomyty, but in what was called Colony Pustomyty  # 1,   just a few kilo-
meters  from the main village of Pustomyty. Here was Pustomyty Colony # 1 and close by was Pustomyty Col-
ony # 2 and of course the main village of Pustomyty. Each colonist living in one of the colonies also had some 
land and building to live in and keep its livestock. Farming and the size of the land varied from 5 to 20 acres. 
After so many years, the exact size is really not known and is only stated from hearsay. 
 
Anyway, since 1945, both colonies # 1 and # 2 Pustomyty have disappeared on account of the German peo-
ple taken flight to escape the approaching Russian army. The few German people who stayed behind hoping 
for a lenient Russian occupational government were sadly mistaken and deported to Siberia. Many of the 
German people just simply starved to death. 
 
Now back to my meeting with Dr. M. Kostiuk in Calgary during the SGGEE conference. Whenever we could 
during breaks we would exchange interesting information about Ukraine in general but especially the area 
around Pustomyty and the city of Lustk, Dr. M. Kostiuk’s home city. Dr. M. Kostiuk was also very interested in 
my life in Canada since immigrating to Canada from Germany in 1955 and spending most of my life in Canada 
working for the Hudson’s Bay Co., the Northern Stores Division,  right up to the Arctic. The Northern Stores 
Department is also known as the Fur Trade. Dr. Kostiuk speaks fairly good German and English and we con-
versed in both languages because Dr. M. Kostiuk wanted to improve his language skills. 
 
The time went by way too quickly and before we both knew, it was time to say to say good bye.  Dr. M. Kosti-
uk’s parting words to me were:  Peter, don’t worry, I will get you some photographs from Pustomyty and the 
surrounding area. 
 
True to his parting words, about 6 weeks later I received several pictures as promised.  
 
So, why am I writing this story about a village far away and not even in existence anymore (the 2 colo-
nies )??? 
 
Because I never gave up trying to find some pictures to compliment my wife’s family history. I think this story 
is reason enough to reaffirm the saying: 
 
“ NEVER  SAY  NEVER “  can in most cases  have a successful and satisfying ending.               
 
Just don’t you ever give up !       
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Items for Sale through the HSGPV 

 

 Step Back in Time Vol. I, Vol. II & 

Vol. III  ($70 each) 

 HSGPV German Cookbook ($12) 

 Complete set of E. Wushchke’s 

“Wandering Volhynien Maga-

zine” ($100)  

 Marsh Family Book ($20) 

 

Call for Stories! 

Do you have family stories you would like to share? The HSGPV newsletter is 

always looking for content so if you have any family stories, historical research or 

announcements such as birthdays, anniversaries, or obituaries, please send them 

to the HSGPV office at Room 11, Trinity Lutheran Church, 10014—81 Ave. 

 

 

HSGPV Annual General Meeting 

Members and Non-members alike are all invited to our 2017 AGM at 2 p.m. on Saturday, May 6 in the Luther Cen-

tre. Come armed with your questions and suggestions to help make this society a success! 

A program will follow the meeting  and will include guest speakers. Hannah Noerenberg will provide an update on 

the docu-drama Waiting for Waldemar by Alberta filmmaker Eric Spoeth. The film has been screened in various 

cities in Alberta and more screenings are planned.  Kate Werkman will give a talk on archiving and researching fami-

ly history and the value of a story. Kate is working on her first book, a 2nd generation narrative based on her search 

for her biological father in Germany.  The essence of her work is the thousands of photographs and 3 hours of silent 

film that her father produced during his service as a young front-line soldier in the German Army. Sylvia Becker will 

also give an accounting of her mother Sina Lotz’s deportation to Manchuria. 

The library will also be offering its duplicate books in return for a donation.   See you May 6! 

HSGPV Website Update 

The HSGPV website now has a searcha-

ble database and up-to-date news! A big 

thanks to the many people who contribut-

ed to its success.  Go to www.hsgpv.org 

to check it out.  

In Memory of  

Pastor Horst Gutsche 

Our deepest sympathies go to 

the family of Horst Gutsche 

who passed away Dec. 8, 2016 

at the age of 65.  

Horst was a founding HSGPV 

member and has made a last-

ing mark on our library. His 

tireless efforts to translate 

many articles and books from 

German into English and his 

enthusiasm to preserve histor-

ical records will be appreciated for 

years to come. He will be missed. 
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HSGPV German Cookbook 
The Following Recipe is a sample from the HSGPV Cookbook created from recipes submitted from members and friends.  

Copies are still available for purchase. 

BBQ PASTA SALAD 

 
Ingredients 

 

½ cup Kraft Ranchers Choice dressing 

3 tbsp. BBQ sauce  

 2 tomatoes chopped  

1 green pepper chopped  

4 green onions chopped  

4 Cups elbow macaroni cooked and 
drained  

1 can black beans rinsed and drained 

1 can corn, drained  

Preparation 

 

1.   Mix dressing and barbecue sauce in large bowl. 

2.   Add remaining ingredients, mix lightly. 

3.   Refrigerate 1 hour. 

4.   Toss lightly before serving. 

 

Special Extra 

Add chopped ham or chicken to salad before re-
frigerating 

                  Submitted by Anna Arndt  

In Memory of Sina Lotz 

January 1, 1927 — March 27, 2017 
 

Our deepest condolences to the family of 
Sina Lotz, a long-time HSGPV member  

and great contributor to our library. The HSGPV library 
would not have been the same without her and we thank her 
for her heart felt contributions.   

 
Rätsel 

1. Welche alte Uhr geht nur bei Tage? 

2.  Ich spreche alle Sprachen der Welt und habe keine Sprache gelernt. Wer bin 

ich? 

3.  Wer beisst und hat keine Zähne? 

4.  Ich habe keinen Anfang und kein Ende.  Wer bin ich? 

Antworten: 1. Die Sonnenuhr.  2. Das Echo.  3. Der Pfeffer.  4.  Der Ring. 
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Larry Javorsky (President)                Helga Roth (Treasurer)           
Peter Von Lipinsky (Vice President)   
Barbara Stenzel (Secretary)    
Pastor Fred Tober (Past President) 
 
Directors:    
Art Breier       Daniel Pretzlaff  Walter Epp  
Ed Retzer Sandra Tober   Erwin Pinno  
Victor Sedo 
 
Honorary Member:  Maria Wuschke    

Contacts: 

Helga Roth (780) 464-4173 

HSGPV Membership: $20.00/person         

HSGPV Library 
 
 

Location: Room 11, Trinity Lutheran Church, 10014—81 Ave. 
Hours: 10 a.m.—2 p.m. every Thursday 
Librarian: Leane Evans 
 
 

If you would like to visit the library outside of the regular hours, 
please call Leane at (780) 469-6118 to arrange access. 
 
Library Access 
 

To access the library, please avoid walking through the daycare 
in the basement. Instead, take the entrance to the basement 
that is past the office and down the hallway. 
 
REMINDER: We are a registered non-profit organization 
and can issue tax receipts for all donations. 

Board MembersBoard Members  

HSGPV 
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Donation Form 

Historical Society of Germans from Poland & Volhynia 

10014 – 81 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T6E 1W4 
Incorporated as a non-profit association under the Societies Act of Alberta in 2000, the Historical Society of Germans from Poland 
& Volhynia (HSGPV) is a registered charitable organization run entirely by members who volunteer their time. Donations are ap-
preciated, and will be acknowledged with the issue of a tax-deductible receipt.  
 

Date: ____________________________ 

 

Last Name _____________________________ First Name __________________________ 

Street Address _______________________________________________________________ 

City/Province _______________________________ Postal Code___________________ 

Telephone_________________________  Email_____________________________________ 

Amount of donation: __________________   Cash___ Cheque___ (payable to HSGPV)      

AND/ OR 

Donation in kind:  __________________________  Valued at: __________________________ 

Contribution submitted by: ______________________     ______________________________                                  

                                                     Print Name     Signature 

Thank you for your contribution! 


