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POTLUCK CHRISTMAS PARTY!! 

   Wednesday December 14, 2016 

Ritchie Community League Hall 
                                        7727—98 St. 

                                                      Doors open at 5:00, potluck at 6:00 

 

This year’s Christmas party is hosted by the American Society of Germans from Russia. 
Please bring your favourite dish to share.  A program will follow the meal with plenty of 
Christmas cheer! 

The Board is greatly ap-
preciative of the finan-
cial donations the 
HSGPV has received 
during the past year.  
Without continued do-
nations we would not 
be able to continue to 
function as a viable or-
ganization. 

I would like to thank 
the Board members 
and the Librarians for 
their ongoing volunteer 
time.   Volunteers per-
form many tasks and 
duties to keep our 
group running and to 

improve services for 
members.    

I encourage members 
to consider offering to 
volunteer some time to 
assist with any of our 
tasks or by taking on a 
role on the board.   We 
can always use addi-
tional help and new 
ideas. 

Take care in your trav-
els and enjoy the com-
pany of family and 
friends during this 
Christmas season.   
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A Society dedicated to preserving and promoting the historical heritage of  

Ethnic Germans—highlighting those from Poland & Volhynia. 
 

Plowing Scene --Brücke zur Heimat (1957) + Der grosse Treck -Jahrbuch Weichsel-Warthe 1993] 
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Please remember to cel-
ebrate the true meaning 
of Christmas. 

 

Fröhliche Weihnachten!  
Merry Christmas! 
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WORLD WAR I 

The not so Great War that did not end all wars but spawned more wars instead. 

By Pastor Fred Tober 

1914 started out peaceful enough. Europe was thriving, prosperous, globalization was a reality. By late summer virtual-
ly all parts of Europe were at war within the space of one month. The  whole world was convulsing, about 10 million 
military personnel were killed, a whole generation was lost, and  empires  crumbled. An alphabet soup series of new 
states emerged. 

The war that was to end all war ended up spawning an even more terrible WW II. Other problems and issues were cre-
ated that persist to this day and beyond. What happened?  

First of all, we need to keep in mind that nothing happens in a vacuum. Events, decisions, going back a century or 
more, built up a situation that was responsible for the outbreak of this war.    

In 1871 the centuries old loose federation of German states and principalities were united into one nation under Kaiser 
Wilhelm I.  Germany became a powerful nation, competing with Britain for colonies, in trade, seeking its rightful influ-
ence in the world as a great nation.  

Britain, along with France were suspicious of Germany and therefore formed an alliance. In response Germany formed 
an alliance with the Austro-Hungarian  empire.   The Russians were alarmed by this development, since they consid-
ered themselves the protectors of Serbia which was under the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and thus joined the British  
and French alliance. Further, Russia had designs on Ottoman Turkey, but needed British approval. Aware of this, Turkey 
aligned itself with Germany to protect itself against aggression by Russia. This was a hair-trigger situation which, set off 
by the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand of Austria on June 28, 1914, led to WW I.  

But the real underlying causes of the war lie primarily with Britain as the Crimean War of 1853-56 demonstrates. The  
Russians had two major objectives when they invaded the Crimea: gain access to the Mediterranean and possibly also 
destroy the Ottoman Empire.  The Ottoman Empire, known as the “Sick Man of Europe” was weak and ready to disinte-
grate. Newly resurgent Balkan states and several European powers, like vultures, were circling to get a piece of the 
corpse. When Russia invaded the Crimea, Britain came to the assistance of the Turks. 

Britain saw Russian activities in the Bosphorus and  the Black Sea as a threat to empire, jeopardizing its interests in In-
dia, interrupting the lucrative trade with the subcontinent. There were other wars as well. 

British attempts to prevent the disintegration of the Ottoman Empire in the second half of the 19th century thwarted 
the ambitions of Balkan nations to free themselves from the Turkish empire.  This resulted in almost 80 years of war-
fare instead of a painful but rapid dismemberment. This striving for independence began to destabilize the multi-ethnic 
Austro-Hungarian Empire and culminated in the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria on August 28, 
1914.  

As indicated above, Europe had developed a network of  alliances to maintain a balance of power. Germany had 
pledged unconditional support to Austria-Hungary.  When Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia on July 28, 1914, it 
brought in Russia on the side Serbia. Then Germany was drawn in, which in turn caused France to mobilize, causing 
Germany to declare war on France, attacking through Belgium, which led Britain to declare war on Germany.  

In the west the war quickly turned into trench warfare where thousands of lives were expended, often for little gain of 
territory.  The fighting in the west took place on French and Belgian territory, causing much devastation. 

Several attempts to make peace were made, but they all came to nothing.  The reason was that diplomacy often was 
clumsy, saving face was a big issue, as well just plain stupidity on the part of at least some leaders and generals.  One 
British headline read “The lions are being led by donkeys.” Also, there was little willingness to compromise, and so the 
war ground on. 

The Americans entered the war in 1917.  This probably began to tilt the scales against the Central  powers. Germany 
asked for an armistice, on the assumption that it would be on the basis of the Fourteen Points proposed by Woodrow 
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Wilson who was more inclined to be magnanimous/more generous in forgiving  and above revenge or resentment. Wil-
son recognized that this was the only way to avoid future problems.  Britain showed some inclination to take this ap-
proach, but France was not willing.  It had suffered the most. 

The Versailles Treaty turned out to be harsh and vindictive. The  Fourteen Points were not applied to Germany. The 
treaty left many Germans outside the new boundaries of Germany. It ruined the German economy, creating hyper in-
flation,  high unemployment and a sense of hopelessness and resentment. There was political turmoil.  It ultimately 
paved the way for Hitler and his Nazi party to gain control. 

WW I has been called The Great War, a war to end all wars.  It was nothing of the sort. It spawned the greatest, most 
destructive, most  killing war of all history.  It set in motion many of the problems the world has to deal with today.  
Among these seemingly insoluble problems are the four Balkan wars between 1991 and 1999; the ongoing crisis all 
over the  Middle East, where maps were casually drawn without taking account of the various ethnicities, religious be-
liefs.  Note the situation in Iraq and elsewhere, the on-going struggle of the Kurds for their own country, hostilities be-
tween Greece and Turkey and the never-ending struggles between the Jews and Palestinians.  

 

Sources: A. Conduci, The Greatest Lies in History;  Margaret MacMillan, The War that Ended Peace;   Margaret MacMillan, Paris 1919; Aaron Ralby, Atlas of Militray 
History; A. J. P. Taylor, The First World War;  Time Magazine. Aug. 28. 1989; D.M. Kennedy, Library of Congress, World War II Companion. 

 

Refugee Stories: The Immigration & Resettlement of Germans in Western Canada, 1947 - 1960 

Project Description: 

“Refugee Stories: The Immigration & Resettlement of German in Western Canada, 1947-1960” is a research project 

being undertaken by Kyle Jantzen, Professor of History, Ambrose University, along with Ambrose university students 

of various German-Canadian communities in Calgary and throughout Alberta. It will combine scholarly research and 

oral history interviews to discover the history and memory of the emigration of Lutherans, Baptists, Mennonites, 

Catholics and others from Germany and/or Eastern Europe and their resettlement in Canada during the fifteen years 

after the end of the Second World War. This research will be community-based and participatory, which means that 

members of the German-Canadian community will be invited to bring their knowledge and expertise about this histo-

ry into a partnership with university researchers. “Refugee Stories” has the support of the ELCIC Alberta Synod, the 

LCC Alberta-BC Synod, and the Mennonite Historical Society of Alberta, among others. It is funded in part by Canadian 

Lutheran World Relief and by the University of Winnipeg’s Chair in German-Canadian Studies. “Refugee Stories” runs 

from 2016-2018. 

Dr. Kyle Jantzen, Lead Researcher 

Dr. Kyle Jantzen is a Professor of History at Ambrose University in Calgary, and has engaged in extensive research on 

German Protestants in the Nazi era. His book, Faith and Fatherland: Parish Politics in Hitler’s Germany, was published 

by Fortress Press in 2008. He has also published on American and Canadian Christian responses to the Kristallnacht 

Pogrom of November 1938. 

Contact Information 

To learn more about the project, ask questions, or get involved, please contact Kyle Jantzen at 403-410-2000 (ext. 

6902) or kjantzen@ambrose.edu . Please share this information with others who might be interested in the “Refugee 

Stories” project. 
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Items for Sale through the HSGPV 

 

 Step Back in Time Vol. I and Vol. II 

 HSGPV German Cookbook ($12) 

 Complete set of E. Wushchke’s 

“Wandering Volhynien Maga-

zine” ($100)  

 Marsh Family Book ($20) 

 

 

Call for Stories! 

Do you have family stories you would like to share? The HSGPV newsletter is 

always looking for content so if you have any family stories, historical research or 

announcements such as birthdays, anniversaries, or obituaries, please send them 

to the HSGPV office at Room 11, Trinity Lutheran Church, 10014—81 Ave. 

 

 

 The Beauty of Friendship 

Friendship is a Priceless Gift, 
It cannot be bought or sold; 
But its value is far greater, 

Than a mountain made of Gold. 
For gold is cold and lifeless, 
It can neither see nor hear; 
And in the time of trouble, 
It is powerless to cheer. 
It has no ears to listen, 
Nor heart to understand. 

It cannot bring you comfort, 
Or reach out a helping hand. 

So when you ask God for a gift, 
Be thankful if He sends… 

Not diamonds, pearls of riches, 
But the Love of Real True Friends. 

                                - Hellen Steiner Rice 

In Memory of  

Florence Ellen Breier 

Our deepest sympathies go to 

HSGPV Board member  

Art Breier and his family on the 

loss of his wife Florence, who 

passed away on Sunday, Novem-

ber 20, 2016. Our thoughts and 

prayers are with you. 

 

 

THANK YOU! 

A big THANK YOU goes to everyone who generously gave 

 donations to HSGPV this past year, including Capital Power. These 

donations are vital in helping HSGPV meet its goals to raise funds 

for a matching grant with the Alberta Government. The money is 

being used to revise the HSGPV website and upgrade the library 

computer system. If you would also like to make a donation, please 

see the donation form on page 6. HSGPV is able to issue tax-

receipts for donations over $10. 
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HSGPV German Cookbook 
The Following Recipe is a sample from the HSGPV Cookbook created from recipes submitted from members and friends.  

Copies are still available for purchase. 

German Christmas Stollen 

 
Ingredients 

¾ cup raisins   

½ cup chopped, mixed candied fruit, peels  

¼ cup currents 

¼ cup rum 

4 ½ cups flour 

2 tbsp. yeast 

1 cup milk 

½ cup butter or margarine  

¼ cup sugar 

1 tsp. salt     

2 eggs     

2 tbsp. grated orange peel    

1 tbsp. grated lemon peel    

½ tsp. almond extract    

½ cup chopped almonds 

 

Preparation 

1.  In a small bowl combine 1 cup icing sugar and 
enough rum to make a runny icing. 

2.  Soak raisins, mixed fruit and currants in rum. 

3.  In a large mixer bowl, combine 1 ½ cups flour and yeast.  

4.  Heat milk, butter, sugar, and salt, stir constantly until the 
butter is almost melted. 

5.  Add liquid mixture to dry mixture. Add eggs, peels and 
almond extract. Beat at  low speed for ½ minute, then beat 3 
minutes at high speed.  

6.  By hand stir in fruit-rum mixture, chopped almonds and 
enough remaining flour to make a soft dough.  

7. Turn dough onto floured surface, knead until smooth (8-10 
min.).   

8.  Place mixture in a greased bowl and cover with a tea tow-
el and let rise in warm place for 1 ¼ hours.  Punch dough 
down, divide in half, cover and let rise for 10 min. 

9.  Punch dough and divide into 2 halves. Roll each half to a 
8” -12” oval. 

10. Fold long side of oval to within ½ “of opposite side.  Seal 
edges, place on greased baking sheets.  Cover, let rise for 
about 25-40 minutes.  

11. Bake at 375° F for 15 – 20 minutes. While still warm, frost 
with icing sugar and garnish with almonds. This makes 2 
loaves. 

 

Christmas stollen is a fruit bread that is traditional since the 
1400‘s.  Every German household made it for the Christmas 
season. 

                  Submitted by Margaret Heppner 

In Memory of Arthur Gwinner 

March 24, 1933—August 11, 2016 
 

Arthur and his wife Wilma have been members of HSGPV 
since the society’s beginnings. We thank him for his long-
time membership and for his contributions to the library.  

Our deepest condolences to Wilma and his family. He will be 
missed. 
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Larry Javorsky (President)                Helga Roth (Treasurer)           
Peter Von Lipinsky (Vice President)   
Barbara Stenzel (Secretary)    
Pastor Fred Tober (Past President) 
 
Directors:    
Art Breier       Daniel Pretzlaff  Walter Epp  
Ed Retzer Sandra Tober   Erwin Pinno  
Victor Sedo 
 
Honorary Member:  Maria Wuschke    

Contacts: 

Helga Roth (780) 464-4173 

HSGPV Membership: $20.00/person         

HSGPV Library 
 
 

Location: Room 11, Trinity Lutheran Church, 10014—81 Ave. 
Hours: 10 a.m.—2 p.m. every Thursday 
Librarian: Leane Evans 
 
 

If you would like to visit the library outside of the regular hours, 
please call Leane at (780) 469-6118 to arrange access. 
 
Library Access 
 

To access the library, please avoid walking through the daycare 
in the basement. Instead, take the entrance to the basement 
that is past the office and down the hallway. 
 
REMINDER: We are a registered non-profit organization 
and can issue tax receipts for all donations. 

Board MembersBoard Members  

HSGPV 
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Donation Form 

Historical Society of Germans from Poland & Volhynia 

10014 – 81 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T6E 1W4 
Incorporated as a non-profit association under the Societies Act of Alberta in 2000, the Historical Society of Germans from Poland 
& Volhynia (HSGPV) is a registered charitable organization run entirely by members who volunteer their time. Donations are ap-
preciated, and will be acknowledged with the issue of a tax-deductible receipt.  
 

Date: ____________________________ 

 

Last Name _____________________________ First Name __________________________ 

Street Address _______________________________________________________________ 

City/Province _______________________________ Postal Code___________________ 

Telephone_________________________  Email_____________________________________ 

Amount of donation: __________________   Cash___ Cheque___ (payable to HSGPV)      

AND/ OR 

Donation in kind:  __________________________  Valued at: __________________________ 

Contribution submitted by: ______________________     ______________________________                                  

                                                     Print Name     Signature 

Thank you for your contribution! 


