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2015 CHRISTMAS POTLUCK LUNCH!
Saturday December 5, 2015
12:30 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church, 10014—81 Ave
Bring your family and friends and a dish to share for
some Christmas Cheer! Please see inside for more details.
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I would like to give a special
thank you to Pastor Fred
Tober for his recent service
as President. I would also
like to thank all of the board
members for their continued
service contributions.
Another thank you is due to
our dedicated Librarian,
Leanne Evans as well as to
Ed Retzer who provides assistance to Leanne (Ed is the
librarian of the AHSGR Edmonton chapter)
Earlier this year, we had
made an application for financial assistance. We have
now been informed that our
application was successful. The notification letter
was brief but indicated that

L a r r y

m e s s a g e

J a v o r s k y

we should be receiving a
carry out the objectives of
cheque for the approved
our society.
amount in the near future.
Your cash donations are
We eagerly anticipate rewelcome and you will receiving further details and ceive a receipt for income
the grant money from the tax purposes. With enough
Government of Alberta,
donations and volunteer
Community Initiatives Pro- hours we could apply for
gram. We are also grateful additional grant money in
for their approval of our
future years.
application.
Wishing all a Merry ChristProvincial grants have re- mas and a wonderful New
quired that they be
Year!
matched with monetary
donations to our Society as
well as recordable volunteered time to carry out
our plans. We are in need
of additional volunteers to
assist with our mandate to
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Lutheran Colleges in Alberta by Manfred Prokop
The following is an excerpt from Manfred Prokop’s book “A Cultural History of Alberta’s German-speaking
Communities Between 1919—1939”, re-printed with permission. © Manfred Prokop 2015
Lutheran College and Seminary
On August 24, 1911 the German-language Alberta Herold published an article by Pastor Harms, the secretary of the College Committee of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Manitoba and Other Provinces, announcing the establishment of a
college in Strathcona. The aim was to offer Lutherans in the Northwest the opportunity to have their sons receive a solid
higher education in an institution of their own.
The college was intended primarily to be a preparatory school for a theological seminary so that the Synod would be in a
position to educate and train pastors for preaching and teaching ministries from its midst rather than having to bring
them in from the U.S. or Germany.
The college will be developed in a full and accredited institution as soon as possible, Pastor Harms said. Instruction will be offered
in English and German, thus contributing to the maintenance of German language and culture in Canada. In order to speed up the
opening of this institution a temporary building will be rented, he added, but steps will be taken right away to construct a proper
building. Pastor Dr. Lehmann from Langenburg, Saskatchewan, formerly a professor at the University of Wisconsin, will be the
principal; two auxiliary teachers will assist him. The administrative board will consist of four pastors (Goos, Knappe, Masuhr and
Jüttner) and four well-known members of the community (Messrs. Adam, Strathcona; Wedmann, Leduc; Weicker, Edmonton
and Weidenhammer, Spruce Grove).

Eventually, in November 1913 the Lutheran College and Seminary was founded (although the exact date is not certain;
see: Gordon A. Jensen, Education Still Matters: The Vision of Pastor Goos). Jensen describes the history of the college’s
founding this way:
The seminary originally began in the parsonages of Pastor Jürgen Goos of Spruce [Grove] and
Pastor Thomas Hartig in Strathcona (South Edmonton) in the summer and fall of 1913. By late
fall, they managed to rent a house near Trinity Lutheran Church [where Pastor Thomas Hartig
served as pastor]. As George Goos [the pastor’s grandson] describes it, “a residence was rented
in Strathcona (South Edmonton) at the top of the hill west of Mill Creek on 89th Avenue and
the College was officially opened on Nov. 20, 1913.” [The 1914 Henderson Directory listed Rev.
George R. Goos as the director of a German college; his home was given as 9720-88th Avenue,
Edmonton South].
They began with three students from Spruce Grove, Ernst and Adelbert Goos and George Weidenhammer, and one other student from Strathcona... The seminary … began that November
day in 1913 with one fulltime faculty member, Pastor Goos, and four assistants… Pastor J. Goos
took it upon himself to teach Church Doctrine, Church History, Old Testament, and Practical
Theology. Assisting him were Thomas Hartig; Heinrich W. Harms of St. John’s Edmonton; and Th. Hempel, who had just arrived
from Dresden, North Dakota...”

But the seminary did not stay in Edmonton. In 1914 the college was moved to Saskatoon. As Pastor Harms had said, the
Synod wanted to develop a seminary program and an associated high school and university instruction that would attract
students to the occupations of pastor and teacher, but they never developed their high school program beyond grades 9
and 10.
Concordia College
The Missouri Synod made a determined effort to offer spiritual services to the Lutheran immigrants from eastern Europe, especially Russia, from the mid-1890s on. But the numbers were large, the area huge, and the pastors often overwhelmed. Most pastors had to be brought in from the United States, and therefore the question of establishing a college
and seminary to educate and train future missionaries in western Canada was raised early on: It was reported, for example, that in 1913 the Southern Conference in Alberta decided to open a college in Calgary on a site presented by a citizen
of Calgary, but the “attempt was abortive.”
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In 1918 the college was discussed again by the church. Stress was laid on the necessity of making it not only a preparatory
school for ministers, but one for the general education of both boys and girls. Reportedly the University of Alberta had
offered to give five acres near their buildings for such a college. But since the timing was not favourable, the matter was
tabled.
In June 1919 the issue was discussed again and once more in 1920. Both Alberta and Saskatchewan were anxious to have
the college in their midst. In November 1920 Rev. A. Schwermann, then pastor at Wetaskiwin, gave a presentation at a
pre-synodical conference in which he marshalled all facts which spoke for Edmonton. In December the decision was
made, and Edmonton was indeed chosen as the location for a Western Canadian Concordia. In 1921 the Rev.
Schwermann was chosen and called as president of the college. The opening of the school was set for October 31, 1921.
Dr. Schwermann (since the fall of 1921) and Rev. Rehwinkel (from 1922 on) were the first teachers at the college. Professor Walter Bäpler started in 1923. He stayed until 1936 when he took up a new position at the Theological Seminary of
the Missouri Synod in Springfield, Illinois. Prof. J. Herreilers joined the faculty in 1924. In 1926 the institution became a
full-fledged junior college.
The first classes were to be held in a rented room at the Caledonian Temperance Hotel, which stood at 10875-98th Street.
But more room was needed and a dilapidated building at 9529-110th Avenue was converted for use. The official dedication was on October 13th, 1921.
After some uncertainty in 1924 whether the college should indeed be set up in Edmonton the
decision to remain here was made, and the synod purchased 9.11 acres of the Fraser Estate at
7128 Ada Boulevard, where it is still located. A hall and boys' dormitory were constructed in
1925. On July 15, 1925 the Courier announced that construction of the new building had begun. On July 5, 1926 the building was dedicated.
The school books for Religion, German, Latin, Music and History were ordered from Concordia Publishing House in St. Louis. For all other subjects textbooks prescribed by Alberta’s
Department of Education were used. German was taught six hours a week in the lower grades
of high school; in the last two grades, German took up four hours per week (History of German Literature 2 hours, Literature 1 hour and Grammar and Composition one hour weekly).
The Caledonian Temperance Hotel, first location of
Concordia College in 1921.
Source: Lutheran Historical
Institute

The graduation of the first eight students from the high school at Concordia College was celebrated with speeches, plays and music in June 1928, and the Annual Homecoming Festival
was celebrated in subsequent years.

Music was an important part of the extra-curricular activities of the College’s students, and the German-language newspapers at the time reported dutifully about them. The first mention of a concert was in June 1923 when Concordia College students, supported by the St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Choir, presented an evening of folk music, humor and dialogue, with concerts following at regular intervals.
In May 1928 the students performed the play “Die Landmiliz von Blasewitz” (a “Soldatenszene aus der guten alten Zeit
1818” [a soldiers’ scene from the good old times in 1818]), gave trombone performances and recited poems in Edmonton,
Bruderheim and Stony Plain. The Herold congratulated the young people on their knowledge of German, which was not
their mother tongue.
In 1935 the College hosted a big celebration with many Germans from Bruderheim, Stony Plain, Brightview, Wetaskiwin,
Leduc and Nisku attending.
The college experimented with co-education briefly during the latter half of the 1920s, but decided to return to male-only
instruction. In 1941, the college introduced Alberta-accredited high school courses and female students were again admitted.
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HSGPV 2015 Christmas Potluck Lunch
This year’s Christmas program will include a sing-a-long and an open mic to share your favourite Christmas or winter memories. For those who are interested, please bring
a short story, poem, or joke to share. Please limit your time to three minutes.

Weihnachtslicht

Manfred Prokop’s Books for Sale

von E. M. Arndt

1. A cultural history of Alberta’s German-speaking
communities between 1919 and 1939 (Okotoks,
2015). 11 copies available at $25.00 each

Wenn meine Seele traurig ist
Und Mut und Lust in mir verzagen,

2. The settlement of immigrants of German origin in
northern Alberta between the 1880s and 1910s: A
fact book (Okotoks, 2013). 2 copies at $20 each.

Wenn wankend zwischen Wahn und List
Sich Welt und Sünde hart verklagen,

3. The settlement of immigrants of German origin in
southern Alberta between the 1880s and 1910s: A
fact book (Okotoks, 2011). 2 copies at $20 each.

Wenn auf der Zweilel wildem Meer
Mein Schiff steuerlos muss treiben—
Wo scheint der Stern der Rettung her?

4. A history of the teaching of German in Alberta
(Okotoks, 2009). 6 copies at $20 each.

Was lässt mich dennoch oben bleiben?

Shipping is extra (averages $12/order).
Du bist’s allein, Herr Jesus Christ,

If you are interested in any of the above copies,
please contact Manfred Prokop at
Manfred.Prokop@Ualberta.ca or (403) 995-0321

Du bist die Hoffnung, du der Glaube,
Du rettest von des Bösen List
Und von der eitlen Lust am Staube,
Du richtest uns das Angesicht
Hin, wo die ew’gen Sterne funkeln,
Du sprichst: Mein Sein ist ist Lieb und Licht,
Ihr sollt nicht länger sein im Dunkeln!

Call for Stories!

Items for Sale through the HSGPV

The HSGPV newsletter is always looking for content so if you have any family stories, historical
research or announcements such as birthdays, anniversaries, or obituaries, please send them to the
HSGPV office at Room 11, Trinity Lutheran
Church, 10014—81 Ave



Step Back in Time Vol. I and Vol. II



HSGPV German Cookbook ($12)



Complete set of E. Wushchke’s “Wandering Volhynien Magazine” ($100)



Marsh Family Book ($20)
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FLUCHT UND VERTREIBUNG - Flight and Expulsion
by Pastor Fred Tober
Much has been written about Nazi atrocities but little has been written about the war crimes, crimes against humanity and even
genocide inflicted on millions of Germans by the victorious allies. Already in the summer of 1941 the Polish and Czech governments in exile in London demanded “corrections” of their borders after victory over NS Germany. Changes in the border also
required the removal of the German population from these territories.
Germany invaded the Soviet Union in 1941. By 1943 the German army was in a constant retreat. This triggered a huge wave of
refugees in the fall of 1944 who tried to seek safety in the west. The flight occurred in extremely difficult circumstances resulting in many casualties. The winter was extremely cold with temperatures of minus 20C and lower. Most refugees travelled
on foot or with horse and wagon. In some instances they had to use snow covered side roads to keep the main roads open for
the use of the military. Trains were used almost exclusively for military purposes. Refugee treks were attacked, and at times
found themselves caught between the fronts.
After the capitulation of Germany on May 8, 1945, the so-called “wild expulsions” sanctioned by Soviet forces in Czechoslavakia
occurred, which finally were followed by state-bureaucratic forced migration of the major part of the German population from
eastern Europe and the eastern parts of Germany handed to Poland and Russia.
For four months Schleswig-Holstein was the only bright spot on an ever-darkening map. A ceaseless flood of refugees streamed
in from the eastern regions of the Baltic, East Prussia, Danzig, Pomerania, Silesia, and finally also from neighbouring Mecklenburg.
From January to May it is estimated that over two million people arrived by sea. Here they merged with those who had come by
land either by train or horse-drawn wagons, or even on foot. Those who came by sea were transported by 790 craft of all descriptions. Many died on the ships, having exhausted themselves in the flight to the harbours. 20,000 died when their ships
either ran into mines or were torpedoed by Russian submarines. Three ships alone, “Wilhelm Gustloff”, “General von Steuben”,
and “Soya” took with them 15,000 as they sank near the coast of Pomerania. With the sinking of the “Wilhelm Gustloff” in Jan.
1945, 9,000 people died, making it the greatest marine disaster in all of history.
Though they had escaped the war in the east, for some of these refugees the horror of the war caught up with them in Schleswig
-Holstein. In the beginning of May the Allies ordered attacks on aerial targets in Schleswig-Holstein. While there may have been
military targets, these attacks were also directed against people who did not want to fight any more. All they wanted was to survive. Allied planes strafed treks of refugees on the roads of Schleswig-Holstein. Also, in the harbours such as Kiel, many who had
just arrived thinking they were safe, lost their lives.
After the conquest of the eastern German territories and occupied Poland, Soviet soldiers and Polish civilians committed many
atrocities and violent excesses against the Germans. Germans were subjected to plundering, rapes, murder, expulsion, and
forced labour. Many were put into concentration camps, do forced labour as well as being deported to the Soviet Union. In all
of this Poles and Soviet soldiers could vent their hatred and desire for revenge for the brutal German occupation of their countries.
The legal basis for the expulsion were established at a conference of the victorious powers at Potsdam in July/August 1945.The
agreement of Potsdam stipulated that the Germans still living in Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary be “transferred” to Germany in an “orderly and humane” manner.
There were regional differences in the situation of the German population and the process of forced migration. Sometimes
there were travel restrictions, mandatory identification symbols had to be worn, identity cards, or exclusion from social benefits.
In many cases there was internment and forced labour before being expelled. Problems with food stamps caused many to head
for Germany at the earliest opportunity. Expulsion frequently was an opportunity to plunder with impunity. Elsewhere Germans were protected by their neighbours and even Soviet soldiers from mistreatment.
Eventually things slowly improved after the initial months of violence and lawlessness/ Rechtlosigkeit, as the situation stabilized
and the Polish administration increasingly did not tolerate plundering and acts of revenge. Also, protests from the western
countries applied pressure on the Poles to take action against violent excesses.
The total number of evacuees, refugees and expellees amount to about 15 million.
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HSGPV Library

Board Members
Larry Javorsky (Chair)
Helga Roth (Treasurer)
Barbara Stenzel (Secretary)
Pastor Fred Tober (Past Chair)
Directors:
Art Breier
Ed Retzer

Daniel Pretzlaff
Sandra Tober

Walter Epp

Honorary Member: Maria Wuschke
Contacts:
Helga Roth (780) 464-4173
HSGPV Membership: $20.00/person

Location: Room 11, Trinity Lutheran Church, 10014—81 Ave.
Hours: 10 a.m.—1 p.m. every Thursday
Librarian: Leane Evans
If you would like to visit the library outside of the regular hours,
please call Leane at (780) 469-6118 to arrange access.
Library Access
To access the library, please avoid walking through the daycare
in the basement. Instead, take the entrance to the basement
that is past the office and down the hallway.
REMINDER: We are a registered non-profit organization
and can issue tax receipts for all donations.

HSGPV German Cookbook
The Following Recipe is a sample from the HSGPV Cookbook created from recipes submitted from members and friends.
Copies are still available for purchase.

PFEFFERNUESSE CHRISTMAS COOKIES
Ingredients

Procedure

2 Cups white sugar

1.

Let stand and chill overnight before baking to
improve flavour.

2.

Roll into small balls. Place on a greased
cookie sheet.

3.

Bake at 350 o F for approximately 20 minutes
or until quite hard.

1 cup shortening
½ cup butter
2 tsp. anise seed (or to your taste)
1 tsp. crushed cardamom
6 cups flour and add enough to stiffen the dough
1 cup molasses or sorghum
½ cup black coffee
1 tsp. soda

Comments: This German cookie recipe has been
handed down to me from several generations in my
family (Tessman) and my husband’s family.
— submitted by Ruth Engelhardt
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