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AGM on May 27, 2012
at 4 p.m.



website: We are now online!
Go to www.hsgpv.com to view
our website.



Book for Sale: Step Back in
Time! Vol. 1 By Lorraine Dreger
Yackulic will be available for
purchase at the AGM. See the
ad on page 3 for more details.
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4

Editor Sandra Tober

a n n u a l g e n e r a l
m e e t i n g

Calling all HSGPV Members!

AGM

Please join us for the Annual

May 27, 2011
4 p.m.

General Meeting.
4 p.m. May 27th in the Luther
Centre at Trinity Lutheran
Church.

Koffee und Kuchen
Everyone is welcome to attend, but
only members in good standing can
vote.
We hope to see you there!
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Walter Lotz Memorial

6

Library Details
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Cookbook Recipe
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Trinity Lutheran Church
10014—81 Ave.

B y
It is time once again for our
Annual General Meeting on
May 27th, we hope to see
everyone there.
We are always looking for
new members so if you are
not a member we encourage you to join. For those
who are members, please
let your friends and family
know about our organization.

D a n

m e s s a g e

P r e t z l a f f

Volunteers are also needed
to help out with things like
developing our website so
please let us know if you
are interested in helping;
newcomers are always welcome.
We have invited the President of the Germans from
Russia Society to speak at
the AGM. We are exploring
the possibility of working

closer together with them
and maybe forming a partnership. Join us at the AGM
to find out more.
We would like to remind
everyone that the HSGPV is
a charitable organization.
Therefore, we are able to
issue tax receipts for any
donations received.
Have a wonderful summer!
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The
Ultimate
German Heritage
Sightseeing Guides
for
Alberta

STEP BACK IN TIME!
Volume I

Think back to the days of the early German pioneers in Alberta. Remember: the
places named after them; the settlements
they built; and the family names they left
behind.
Enjoy touring Alberta by touching base
with early locales of significance to you
and your family. Look for the footprint
your German ancestors may have left behind.
The first book (550 pages) in the three-part
series will be on sale at HSGPV’s Annual
General Meeting, 2012.

NORTHERN ALBERTA

An Historical Travel Guide
for Albertans of German Heritage
Lorraine Dreger Yackulic

Notes on the HSGPV Library
By Erika Sinclair

The Historical Society of Germans from Poland and Volhynia has an Ethnic German Heritage Library. It has hundreds of books, also maps, genealogy journals, German settlements, Canadian history, literature, cultural heritage,
pedigrees, family trees, and more.
The library is a great place to research and rediscover your family tree from Volhynia and Poland. It takes time and
patience to collect the information needed.
For me, it started with my great grandmother Susanna Stubel, born January 31, 1864 at Solomka (Friedricksdorf)
Zhitmor Parish Kreis Rowno, Volhynia, Poland. Her parents were Samuel Christian Stubel and Juliane Schopke.
The Godparents were Christian Stubel and Juliane Zava.
My adventure has started now to find and solve the puzzle for my family tree.
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European history is rife with anti-Semitism. Poland is no exception. Anti-Semitism runs like an undercurrent throughout the history of Poland with strongly held but untenable stereotypes (Christ killers, using the blood
of Christian children for matzo, promoting communism, etc.), and layers of prejudice. Often it is denied, disputed or
minimized, but has manifested itself regularly in devastating ways. It was endemic. Yitzhak Shamir, a former Prime
minister of Israel once stated that Poles suck anti-Jewish hatred with their mothers’ milk. Up to the start of WW II
anti-Semitism was acceptable in all of Europe, as well as the US, Canada and Australia.
To be sure, in the earlier centuries Poland was a very tolerant and welcoming country and became a haven
for the oppressed and persecuted and a land of opportunity for many, including the Jews. They raised the economic, commercial level of the country. Yet resentment, and hatred of the Jews resulted time and again in acts of discrimination and violence. Acts of violence, often resulting in Jews being killed sometimes in large numbers and their
property either destroyed or plundered, are called pogroms. These occurred repeatedly throughout the history of
the Jews in Poland beginning already in 1399 (Poznan/Posen) right up to 1968 with the expulsion of Jews in Poland
(March 1968 Events). Since the fall of communism Jews are starting to return to Poland.
There was increasing anti-Semitism before the outbreak and WW I, and certainly many Jews experienced
this during their service in the Polish armed forces.
An article in the New York Times of June 1, 1919 reports that a series of pogroms erupted throughout Poland starting in Nov. 1918 and continuing into 1919. In 110 cities and towns Jewish property was plundered, synagogues ruined, many were massacred and women raped. In some cases indemnities, i.e. payments of large sums of
money, were demanded from the Jewish population. The Jews at the time repeatedly appealed for protection to
the authorities, including the Polish prime minister. All appeals were ignored.
The WW I victors took note of this violence against the Jews and included certain clauses for the protection
of minorities in the treaty reconstituting Poland as a state. These clauses were repudiated by Poland in a few years.
Attacks on the Jews in the early interwar years were kept in check by the Marshal Pilsudski government.
After his death widespread physical violence, economic boycotts, clashes in universities, and church incitement
were encouraged by the Polish government.
Violence toward the Jews reached new heights in the years just before WW II. According to one source
79 Jews were killed and ca. 500 injured between 1935 and 1937.
Survivors of the Holocaust who were young people before WW II, often spoke of the happy times of the
interwar years. One stated, “We had a beautiful life—except for having the Poles around, which was very unpleasant.”
There were a series of incidents in the interwar years. One such incident occurred on March 9, 1936 in a
town just west of Radom. One lady whose family had been killed, when pressed about the “happy times,” bitterly
replied that there had been no happy times.
In 1924 the Polish government issued a series of economic decrees that discriminated against the Jews,
making it hard, even impossible, for many Jews to make a living. Polish cooperatives were established to compete
with Jewish businesses, which in itself was a proper endeavour. However, boycotts of Jewish businesses were part
of the government policy. Signs were put up “Do not buy from the Jews” and Jewish shops were picketed. My
mother-in-law told of how she, as a young woman, was pushed around by young men, presumably students, to prevent her from entering Jewish business premises.
One political party advocated the confiscation of Jewish businesses. Violence also was aimed at Jewish
stores and many were looted. In the meantime Jews continued to sink into increasing poverty. The situation was
hopeless.
Even during the occupation of their country by Germany, the Poles, with some exceptions, still turned on
the Jews. In the Jedwabne pogrom of July 1941 half the Polish town of Jedwabne turned on the other half—the
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Jews—and killed 1,600 men, women and children. Only seven of the town’s Jews survived. Prior to this, there were reports of pogroms in two neighboring communities that a total 2,700 Jews were killed. The actual number probably was half
that number according to court records. There were a number of other pogroms as well as a number of pogroms occurred
after the war had ended early in 1945.
During the war, as the Jews were taken away, Poles came and helped themselves to furniture, clothing and valuables that the Jews had left behind. Their houses and apartments were also taken over by Poles. Some had entrusted things
of value to Polish neighbours. Some Poles returned these goods, others did not. Often when Holocaust survivors came
after the war to claim their property many were killed. It is estimated that after the war about 1,500 Jews were killed.
Another powerful opponent of the Jews was the Roman Catholic Church, its clergy and press. The view was that
the Jewish minority posed a threat to the Polish nation and its independence, and that attempts to ease the conflict with
the Jews was not realistic. Further, it was stated “… that the Jewish community contributed to the demoralization of the
Poles, took jobs and income away from the Poles, and was destroying national culture”
The National Democratic Party, the most extreme and militant organization, advocated the exclusion of Jews from
key positions in Polish public life, rejected the possibility of assimilation, and identified Jews with communism. The only
solution was mass emigration or expulsion of the Jews from Poland.
During the Polish-Soviet war in 1920, a group of bishops issued the following statement: “The race which has the
leadership of Bolshevism in its hands has already in its past subjugated the whole world by means of gold and the banks,
and now, driven by the everlasting imperial greed that flows in its veins, is already aiming at the final subjugation of the
nations under the yoke of its rule.”
In 1936, apparently after the Radom pogrom, in a pastoral letter, to soften the anti-Jewish rhetoric, a cardinal, the
highest authority in the Catholic Church in Poland, wrote, “…Jews are waging war against the Catholic Church, that they are
steeped in free-thinking and constitute the vanguard of atheism, the Bolshevik movement and revolutionary activity. It is a
fact that the Jews have a corrupting influence on morals, and that their publishing houses are spreading pornography. It is
true that the Jews are perpetrating fraud, practicing usury, and dealing in prostitution….But let us be fair. Not all Jews are
this way. One may love one’s nation more, but one may not hate anyone. Not even Jews….One should stay away from the
harmful moral influence of the Jews, keep away from their anti-Christian culture, and especially boycott the Jewish press
and demoralizing Jewish publications. But it is forbidden to assault, beat up, maim, or slander Jews.”
As one author writes, “in Poland anti-Semitism was compatible with patriotism and also with democracy, and apparently, not being seen as cooperating with the Nazis, could prosper on the street, the underground press, political parties, etc.”
Some socialist and democratic organizations were in favour of full equality for Jews in a liberated Poland, but they
were in the minority. Pre-war anti-Semitic groups and parties did not abandon their hostility toward the Jews just because
the Nazis also were anti-Semitic. In 1942 the Christian Democratic Party of Labour wrote, “The Jewish question is now a
burning issue We insist that the Jews cannot regain their political rights and the property they have lost. Moreover, in the
future they must leave the territories of our country….”
Issues such as anti-Semitism and its various manifestations do not make a nice story and are difficult and painful
to confront. However, in all the darkness there is also a ray of light, namely the compassion and care of many Poles who
risked their lives and property to protect and save the persecuted. Many Poles provided shelter and hiding places for the
hunted Jews, and saved many children, contributing to an eventual new flourishing of the Jewish people. Also, in 1991
President Lech Walesa visited Israel and publicly asked for forgiveness for Poland’s anti-Semitic past.
During WW II the Polish people suffered much. They were victims themselves. But victims can also be victimizers.
While they themselves were suffering, many also inflicted pain on their fellow victims, the Jews. History cannot be undone,
but the past has to be dealt with honestly. Life has to be lived forward to a future that hopefully has room for all, recognizing and respecting each other for who we are—members of the same humanity sharing the same world.
Sources: Browning, Christopher—Remembering Survival; Friedländer, Saul—The Years of Extermination; Gilbert, Martin—Israel—A History; Gross, Jan T.—
Fear—Anti-Semitism in Poland after Auschwitz;--Neighbors—The destruction of the Jewish community in Jedwabne; New York Times—“A Record of Pogroms in Poland”:--“A Tangled Web: Confronting Stereotypes Concerning Relations between Poles, Germans, Jews, and Communism” --Deak, I. et. al, ed.-The Politics of Retribution in Europe; Szaynok, Bozena—“Kielce”—Jewish Virtual Library; Wikipedia—A history of the Jewish People; Zamoyski, Adam—
Poland—A History; Morgenthau, Henry, Sr.—Mission of the United States to Poland: Henry Morgenthau, Sr. Report (1919)
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HSGPV Library

Board Members
Daniel Pretzlaff (Chair) Larry Javorsky (Vice Chair)
Helga Roth (Treasurer) Barbara Stenzel (Secretary)
Directors:
Art Breier
James Nattriss

Betty Scharff
Fred Tober

Talita Klingbeil
Sandra Tober

Honorary Member: Maria Wuschke
Contacts:
Helga Roth (780) 464-4173
HSGPV Membership: $20.00/person

W a l t e r L o t z
M e m o r i a l
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Our sincerest condolences are extended to the
Lotz family on the passing of Walter, who had been
a generous supporter of the HSGPV and our library. He will be missed.

Location: Room 11, Trinity Lutheran Church, 10014—81 Ave.
Hours: 10 a.m.—2 p.m. every Thursday
Librarian: Leane Evans
If you would like to visit the library outside of the regular hours,
please call Leane at (780) 469-6118 to arrange access.
NEW BOOKS!
Thanks to the following for their generous donations of new
books to the library:

Alfred Riebandt

John M. Cobb

Edith Greene

Rev. Horst Gutsche

The following recipe is a sample from the HSGPV
Cookbook that was completed last December. Enjoy!

HERINGSALAT (HERRING SALAD)
Ingredients
6 pickled herring

1 apples, peeled

¾ pound cold roast

3 large pickles

1-2 cooked, beets

1 finely chopped onion

1-2 potatoes cooked
Preparation
1. Remove heads, tails and bones from herring and
chop fine.
2. Dice all other ingredients.
3. Add mayonnaise or sour cream with 2 tbsp. water.
4. Mix together and let marinate for at least 6 hours.
Special comment
This was our favourite dish for New Year’s Eve, especially in Germany.

Submitted by Erna Klemm

